Current Topics in Hematology, vol 1 S Piomelli & S Yachnin (ed) pp 247 $24 New York: Alan R Liss 1978 This is the first volume of a new series designed to bring into focus those areas of haematology where progress is most active. The subjects covered in this issue include glucose-6-phosphate-dehydrogenase, control of red cell deformability and shape, iron metabolism and chelation therapy, haptoglobins and erythrocytes of the human neonate.
The mainly North American authors are recognized experts and active investigators in the various fields. Each section begins with a concise summary of what follows with references to comprehensive recent reviews where there are gaps in the subject matter covered. The subheadings with page numbers at the beginning of each chapter are particularly helpful for finding specific points rapidly. References at the end of each section are up-to-date, but are kept down to a reasonable number. Of particular interest to the general haematologist and, of course, to those involved in paediatrics will be the concise section dealing with the erythrocytes of the human neonate which are fundamentally different from the red cells produced by older children and adults.
The preponderance of red cell topics in the first issue is purely accidental. Future volumes will not have prefixed themes, nor precise publishing deadlines but will include articles on lymphocyte surface markers, neutrophil function, globin messenger RNA, minor haemoglobins, complement components, prostaglandins, platelets, prothrombin complexes and Hageman factor. The editors hope that the contributions presented will provide a starting point for new and exciting research. This series will be of interest to students of haematology at all stages of development. The avowed intention of this slim elegant volume is to expound the adenoma-carcinoma sequence in the pathogensis of colorectal cancer and to examine the various factors that are believed to play a part in the causation of this condition.
The circumstantial and direct evidence that solitary or multiple adenomas may undergo malignant transformation is described by Day, Morson and Bussey. Cole deals with the production of adenomas and carcinomas in the colon and rectum of the experimental animal by the administration ofchemical carcinogens, whilst he, Correa and Hill in turn discuss the apparent influence on the incidence of human large bowel cancer of diets poor in fibre or rich in fat or protein, of the bacterial activity of the faeces, and of various epidemiological and social circumstances. The malignant potential ofulcerative colitis is thoroughly considered by Lennard-Jones, Jean Ritchie and colleagues.
Altogether the book provides an eminently readable and concise summary of current knowledge and theory regarding the aetiology of one of the commonest and therapeutically most favorable forms of malignant disease and, incidentally, contains much additional information about intestinal polyps in general. The author of this unusual book has himself played a significant part in the modern history of infectious diseases and their treatment. As expected, his own unique experience provides a firm basis for the sections dealing with public health measures in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the development of antimicrobial therapy, and the history of specific infectionsnotably brucellosis.
The amalgam of recent medical history, personal reminiscence and general information on infection is the book's special feature. Medical historians would, however, probably have preferred more space devoted to the first two categories and less to the third, which receives adequate attention in conventional textbooks. Dr Spink provides the reader with a host of fascinating details, accompanied by a remarkably full section of primary references. Lapses seem to be relatively infrequent, although the section on cephalosporins is rich in misspellingsthe author being just as confused as most of his readers when contemplating this complex and ever-growing group of antibiotics. Other quibbles are possible, for example when Q-fever's name seems incorrectly derived from the initial of Queensland rather than that of 'query'. But this is a splendid, if expensive, source book and background to a subject whose importance has paradoxically grown pari passu with advances in control and therapy.
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